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- 'The Supreme Court's declslon to
ghare the “Pentagon Papers” with
the world ftriggercd a publishing
-sprez which still hasn’t run ils
courss, -

How much the reading public has

-~ actually .gorged itscll on the mass
of documcnts, charts, narralives
and analyses 1nay be sormething
else. -~

Predicted one publishing Industry
wit: “This wmay well be the yoost
unread best-seller in history.”

8o far, only the first one on the
market actually has become an in-
stant bast-sellar ~ and that {or just
two weeks, Then, the ook scllers
report, it died, :

Already there’s some backhiting
«= tha “by eodition has more
your edition,” sorl of thing. One
publicshing venfure has heen
seratched and there’s still one to
go. Over all Jooms the ihresl of
court action, which could spur
more sales.

The publishing bonanva has not
been Jimited fo the United States,
The foreign sale hns heen hrisk,
and Bantam Books has sold trans-
lation rights to ils £2.25 paperback
edition lo Denmark, Finland,
Yrance, Germany, Jtaly, Spain and
Sweden, A German publisher re-
ported hs had 100,630 copizs in
print.

Court Ruling
The rush to print began immedi-

ately after the Supreme Court oun
June 30 yuled that the nallon’s

press could publish thie sserel Pen-
tagon -papers and stories alout
them, The decision not only lifted
Ahe judicial ban on the Vieinam

-series, which the New York Times -

had Dbegun publishing on June 13. 1t
- cleared the way for other newspa-
pers to do likewise, and opened the

» door to book publication of the ma-

terial. ) :

That was {the signal for the hook
presses to. roll as soon as they bad
something to roll for. And that
wasi't Jong in coming, By & co-
publishing arrangement helween
Bantam Books and the New York
Mimes, a 678-page paperback with
64 pagas of pictiwes started coming
off Bantan’s presses on July 7.

It conlained ‘an anclysis written
“by four Times inen and key dofu-
ments from the Penlagon papers
flunished by Dr. Daniel Ellsberg, a
former Delense Deparlment ana-
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lyst now " under
charges of stealing the documnents
and keeping then,

A Bantam spokesman sald the
fivst printing was originally set for
200,080 coples, but the demand from
book steres was so overwhobuing
that the plant prinfed around the
clock for three days and thereafier
for two wecks, Thove were finally
1.5 railiion iu print. They haven’t all
been sold, however, although the
Pantam man s2id the book is gell-
ing steadily even now, Wime was a
faclor, Probably the Washington
experience was typical. In the rush
to geb the book to the stores, the
District News Co. met a plane bear-
ing the hooks fo Washinglon at3
a.m. o July 9, according lo a Bah-
tam spokesman, and starled deliv-
ering them the same day.

“TE was Instant sucecess,”” en-
Ahuzed a District Nevs olficial.

“We pui out 20,000 in enc day and
yeordored 35,000, We put oul 52,000

-altogether. Jf sve'd had them allin

tha beginning, it would have heen a
cornplele sellout, but part of the
books came foo Jatz, We estimate
we'll get 11 pereent relurned.”

A spokesman for the five Trover
book stores said the salz wasian-
tastic while it Jasted, “but when it
died, it died corapletely,” e seid
{hat 90 percent of the sales came in
the first two weeks, whenif was a
conversaiion pisce. A porson who
had {o think for fwo weeks vhether
he wanted the book wasn’t going {o
buy it, he explzincd. :

Despite the hool's abrupt death,
the frover mean sald wistfully, “I
wish we had one like that cvery
day.” o

The material presented in {he
Bantam edition has been expanded
with addilional background dafa
and analysis to en 896-page hard-
back book from Quadrangle Jicoks,
Ine. That one s on sale {or §12.50
wntil Dee, 24, when it goas i $15.
Tt’s been selected by six book clubs
rauging from the Book of the MMonth
Club (an alternafe selection) fo
Playboy Book Club and the Yaw-
yers’ Literary Guild, T -
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The next cxeoursion into the Pen-

tagon Papers te hit the street - in
a manner of spoaking — was the

Government Printing Office’s -

12-volume, 6,£05-page sel on sale

now for $50. It has been something

lass thar a hest-seller. Do
The Pentagon says what GP’O has

indietment on-

-dored printed by the House Arny

~Warks Coinmittee into se

tion calling it “misleading,” if nef
O o

e [ ,';;,-; !

published is 85 “percent of the fir
43 volumes of the 47-volumne Pent
gon Yapors., . :

What's still classified, &ecordiy
to Pentason sources, are sensiti
diplomatic discourses and vario
plans and approaches (o settleme
in Viefnam, as well as the ongol
problems  of f{rying to recov
Ameriean priseners of war.

e government cdition. was g

Service Comrnitice, which got 1,0
sets: Of the other coples, the olfi
v of Defense order
ree ordered 15 se
Navy ords five, Army thrg
state 25. Anosiher 525 sels were s¢
{o TPederal Dapository libraries a
60 seis for international exchan
under an agreement with lihrar]
of othzr coutries. The Cor ;$1q
al Joint Coramitice on Printing
dered 75 sels, As for tho publ

50 sols,

the Superintendent of Docuinents
ordered 500 sets for public sale.
They were placed on sale Sept. 27
and the first order came from a
law student at Georgetown Univer-
sity. As of Oct. 29, Superintendent
of Docwments Robert ¥, Xling Jr.
reporfed he had sold 308 scts so far,
and vras selling them at the rate of
two ¢r three a day, . :

Sinee he hroke even when 250 had
been sold, he happily reported
“we've making a little profit for the

+ taxpayers now.”
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Grovel Edition _

Just about the time government.
sales were beginning, ansther con-
troversial additive to the Pentagon
Papors publishing boom reached
the hooks stores, T

This s the thick four-volume
“The Senator Gravel Mdilion—the
Pontagon Papers,” published by
Beacon Press in Boston, It costs $45
in havdeover, $20 in khaki-colored
paparhack. Senalor Mike Gravel,
D-Alaska, is “the legislator who
called a Buildings and Grounds
subcommittee of the Senate Publie
on near
anidiight on June 29 o read into the
record portions of the Pentagon pa-
pers. Whis was Lefore the Supreme
Court rwled that the papers could -
be made public. A Federal court in
Boston has bezen naking inquiry
funte the Beacon Press puglication,
fought every step by Gravel. )

Rather than steering clear of -
more controversy, Jeacon Press
has altacked the government edi-

uscless, as a reference work,” LIl
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